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provided in onr free snpply of bottled Poland Spring water for table use, and they will remember with pleasure the reduction of discomfort in a long journey, much of it across a dry country, by the abundant provision of Budweiser beer; but they cannot know the instant courtesy with which Messrs. Hiram Kicker and Sons, of South Poland, Me., and the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Association of St. Louis, Mo., responded to the venturesome requests that I made to them. Nor is it likely that many of the party know that, in anticipation of the possible withdrawal of some of our foreign guests at the last moment, three "understudies" had been secured, to fill the vacated places on short notice. Three withdrawals did actually take place, the understudies promptly responded to telegraphic summons, and made the journey with the rest of us.
The last days before setting out on a long journey are usually crowded with the settlement of many details by the director. Our excursion was no exception in this respect. The final day of preparation in New York was a tax on his patience and strength, although it was entertainingly broken by an excellent lunch, contributed by one of his former students at Harvard, in the lofty rooms of the "Whitehall Club overlooking New York Harbor, and delightfully closed by a jovial dinner at the Harvard Club. But when, the next morning, with all the party safely gathered on board our handsome train, we left the Grand Central Terminal on our way up the Hudson, few can imagine the measure of the director's relief on seeing the long-planned excursion actually started. His work was then substantially over. The competent members of the excursion staff had entered on their duties, and the director was left with much of his time for the full enjoyment of this unrivaled geographical opportunity in the best of company.